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Row, Row, Row….

MY
BAD FOR
MAKING LIGHT
in the early days of COVID-19 with a cartoon
in February’s magazine. The Corona beer
one. I know, real original. Since then I have
a lot more respect and humility for what
people have had to go through and are still
struggling with in this pandemic. Not so
when it comes to the deniers, though. All
the anti-maskers, anti-vacsers and anti-factsers out there polluting the waves. I just
can’t square it.
Everywhere you look these days there’s
suffering. Needless deaths. Food insecurity.
Homelessness. Not to mention the health
workers who continue to put their lives on
the line—and many who lost them—for the
rest of us. Even if all they have to offer in the
end are last goodbyes to loved ones through
phones held up to breathing tubes.
That’ll be it for 2020, guys. As always, I
want to thank our contributors, Programs, IT
and all of you for checking us out. One more
thing: If you can’t manage to leave a little
kindness in your neighbors’ sails over the
Holidays, at least try not to add to the hardships.
~Jason

Dear Santa:
All I want for Christmas is to walk
about my jail again
IT’S ANOTHER
YEAR IN THE
WORLD of a
Lifer. In a couple more months this temporary IWC fix will
have been in place for a year. Fortunately
there’s a flicker of sunlight on the horizon as
the vaccines begin their slow roll. In the
nearer term I’m hoping to see more regular
meetings with the Unit reps. If we’re able to
converse and manage things as a group
again then I don’t mind riding this penned
bull a while longer. I gotta admit it’s been tiring to go it mostly alone and want very much
for 2021 to be better. I’m sure we all can
agree on that, no matter which side of the
line or fence we sit on.
On behalf of the acting IWC, I want to
thank all the inmate volunteer helpers and
ISS staff for making this year’s Holiday Parcel
run as smoothly as it did. And it was no small
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miracle that we managed to avoid Covid-19
Unit-restrict for those 5 days, either.
Whew….
As I write this the ITF is in for some kind
of plastic fridge boxes for everyone. Plus a
500mL Haagen Daz ice cream, some brownies and an apple-caramel-crisp snack. We’re
working on the calendar of events for 2021.
Of course Management has said the dates
will need to be fluid as the community adjusts.
The newest question on the table is—
with cell self-isolation for testing now—
whether family PFV’s can be reinstated. The
big-heads are already discussing it, and I
would expect visitors who are vaccinated
have the best chance to be at the front of
the line. Same thing for in-person, just waiting for Ottawa to reopen that door. On the
vaccine front, I sure as heck hope we’ll get
the chance to take it before too long. Having
been the very first guy here to leave in an
ambulance with a full-blown case of the
COVID (and 5 months in recovery), I never
want to go through that again.
I want to thank you guys for doing your
part and getting us through the past year.
There were some hard days for sure with
stress we could have done without. But all
things considered we stood up and should
be proud of that. Now we just need to get
this place back to a relatively normal joint
again. Strange how I actually miss a lot of the
old bullshit.
I know reaching the IWC can feel like
chasing a mirage, but you can usually holler
for me from the yard fence at the side of
Unit 6 or slip a note under the office door in
A-27. Even though I won’t promise you the
moon (unlike our Canadian astronaut due
to orbit it in a few years), I’ll try my best.
Stay safe,
Dean Roberts
A/Chair IWC

Warden’s Greetings
AS WE NEAR THE
END OF 2020 I’ve
been reflecting on
how hard this year
has been. Mission
institution
went
through an unprecedented time with the
Covid-19 outbreak. Many of you contracted
the virus while a larger number did not. We
also had one death from Covid-19, as well as
shortly prior to the Outbreak. I’d like to
acknowledge both of their memories.
Every single one of you were impacted in
ways none of us anticipated. The lessons we
learned during that time have helped the
rest of the country get through their own issues with Covid-19, and those lessons continue to help other sites today. Those lessons learned have also helped us navigate
new challenges we are facing in this second
wave.
I regularly receive correspondence from
the population asking questions or expressing concerns around our routine. The best I
can tell you is the routines we have built and
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the structure of the cohorts has been done
with the ultimate goal of keeping everyone
as safe as possible. And it has also been done
with the goal of minimizing the impact as
best we can should there ever be another
positive case among the population. Our
routines are also built in partnership and
consultation with our Health Partners in the
community. There have been lawsuits put in
against me for not doing enough to manage
Covid and there have been lawsuits put in
against me for doing too much. So that tells
me we have struck a healthy balance.
Many of you have stepped up in extraordinary ways. Volunteering to do more cleaning, garbage removal, working extra hard in
the Canteen and ISS, playing a crucial role in
keeping our Kitchen operating, and continuing to serve as voices for others in the population. Thank you to those of you who have
gone above and beyond.
At some point, 2020 will simply become
another one of the challenges in your lives
you have overcome. So be proud of your
perseverance and be proud of keeping yourself and others safe. I wish all of you a safe
and peaceful end to 2020. And I wish all of
you a productive and pro-social 2021.
Shawn Huish
Warden, Mission Institution

Wishing You Every Blessing of
Christmas: Your Chaplaincy
Community
THIS

HAS BEEN AN
EXTRAORDINARY
YEAR, and as it comes
to a close I commend
you for your diligence, prayers,
and commitment to find the best
in you, even in such trying
circumstances. Continue to hold in
your thoughts and prayers those who are ill,
the elderly and shut-ins, and let’s pray for a
better 2021!
Blessings,
(Fr.) Mako

Wish You Were Here…Sort Of
On Behalf of a Grateful
Population, Here’s to Our
CITIZEN VOLUNTEERS
Having a Safe and Happy
Holiday Season. We Look
Forward to Seeing You
Again When Things Settle
Down….
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Pen-Pals
THIS
COMPANY IS A
WEBSITE SERVICE provided
to those incarcerated in a Canadian Institution and looking for new friendships and relationships. Maybe even to re-connect with
lost family and friends. The website was officially launched in 2011. A membership fee
of $35 gets you a 1-year posting of information and photos on the site, as well as occasional correspondence from CIC by way of
letters and birthday cards. You can mail or
have someone contact them for an application on your behalf at:
Canadian Inmates Connect
3085 Kingston Rd., Suite 267
Toronto ON M1M 1P1
Tel: (647) 344-3404
canadianinmatesconnect@yahoo.ca

Inmates ‘sitting ducks’ as
COVID-19 rages through
Kingston, Ont., Prison,
advocate says
PRISONERS PLEAD FOR PPE, MORE
INFORMATION AS CASE TOTAL
APPROACHES 100

JOSEPH TUNNEY · CBC News · Posted: Dec
20, 2020 4:00 AM ET
INMATES AT THE JOYCEVILLE INSTITUTION
in northeast Kingston, Ont., are calling on
Correctional Service Canada (CSC) and the
prison’s warden to provide more information about the COVID-19 outbreak raging
there.
As of Saturday, 95 inmates at the medium-security prison had tested positive for
COVID-19, seven more than on Thursday.
Four staff members have also tested positive, according to CSC’s website.
The prison is built for about 450 inmates.
“Whether it’s good or bad, we just want
information to get to us,” reads a news release sent on behalf of the inmates, issued
by the Criminalization and Punishment Education Project and the Toronto Prisoners’
Rights Project.
“Right now, there’s no message going.
All we hear is what’s on the six-o’clock news
and what’s constantly repeated over and
over on the news loop.”
Six of the inmates who have tested positive were recently moved from Joyceville to
the Collins Bay Institution, also in Kingston,
according to the CSC.

Three inmates who later tested positive
were transported to Warkworth Institution
in Brighton, Ont., while one was taken to the
Beaver Creek Institution in Gravenhurst,
Ont.
Justin Piché, associate professor of criminology at the University of Ottawa, said the
inmates are also asking for additional sanitization and cleaning supplies, as well as more
personal protective equipment.
“They’re sitting ducks with nowhere to
go,” said Piché, who has been in direct contact with inmates and family members and
helped write the press release on the inmates’ behalf.
According to that release, some prisoners have N95 masks, while others don’t.
Guards have face shields, but the inmates
say they haven’t been provided with any.
Some were using makeshift curtains to
limit the spread of the virus, according to
the release, but they were torn down by correctional
officers,
who then issued
warnings.
`1`Piché
said he’s also heard
reports of inmates who
have asked
to be tested
for the virus
and had their requests denied,
although
CSC says testing is being offered to
all staff and inmates.
In a statement, the federal
agency said inmates who have tested
positive are being medically isolated
and closely monitored.
Inmates and staff at all CSC institutions are required to wear masks
and abide by physical-distancing
measures, the statement said, and
everyone who enters CSC facilities is
screened.
Rapid tests are also being used to detect
positive cases sooner, CSC said, with the results being posted online once they are confirmed by a lab.
“It is also important to note that all
newly admitted offenders are placed in
medical isolation for 14 days prior to being
placed into an institution’s population,
which is the COVID-19 incubation period,”
the statement reads. □

Missionmash

by Tangent

AND I THOUGHT THE
HOLIDAYS WERE A
HASSLE BEFORE THIS
COVID CRAP. NOW I
WORRY ABOUT MY
PEOPLE OUT THERE
EVEN MORE.

DO WHAT I DO-ASK YOURSELF, IS MY
BEING MISERABLE
GOING TO MAKE
THEIR SITUATION
ANY BETTER?

. . ..

YOU OBVIOUSLY
HAVEN’T MET MY
FAMILY.

~Lufty

Our Thanks to PASTORS
DAVE & CHERYL KOOP
and the PARISHIONERS of
COASTAL CHURCH for
another Kind Gesture of
Gift Bags and Handwritten
Cards to the Population
This Year!

~“Beau”
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